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THE REVEREND SAMUEL PETERS, M.A.,
MISSIONARY AT HEBRON, CONNECTICUT, 1760-1774
By Charles Mampoteng, M.A.

HE first town in the Connecticut colony to be named from the
Bible was the tiny rural community of Hebron, so named by
the Connecticut General Court in 1707, three years after its

settlement. It developed very slowly under the proprietorship of
the Saybrook Legatees, though settlers were invited from Long Island
and the lower Connecticut region. A petition to the General Court
in 1708 mentioned that only nine families were living at Hebron,
and it was not till 1716 that the same body authorized the settling of a
Congregational minister in that section of Tolland County. A native
of Norwich and graduate of Yale in 1710, the Rev. John Bliss was
accordingly ordained on November 19, 1717, and settled in Hebron.
It was not long before charges of intemperance were brought against
him, but the South Consociation of Hartford on November 16, 1731,
found him not guilty of excessive drinking at a funeral, taking into
account his previous sobriety and “considering the weather.”

Part of the congregation decided in 1734 that a new meeting
house ought to be built in the center of the town, “the plain of Mamre."”
As opposition to the plan developed, Bliss asked a dismission, which
was granted, while two factions prepared for a bitter conflict over the
matter. The “North" party, intent upon building the meeting house
on top of a hill half a mile toward the north, chose Bliss as their
teacher. He was soon indicted, found guilty, and fined for holding
schismatic meetings in his home. The powerful “South” group held
to the original site, and when a fanatic, Moses Hutchinson, Jr., set
fire to the building, they laid taxes for a new edifice and the salary
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of the Rev. Benjamin Pomeroy, their new teacher. Matters soon
came to a startling conclusion, for while those who refused to pay the
added rates were jailed, about twenty families joined with Bliss in
1735 in declaring for the Church of England. Bliss himself deeded
the land atop the hill for S. Peter’s Church, an edifice not completed
till 1766. An invitation was extended to the Anglican missionary at
New London, the elder Rev. Samuel Seabury, to take charge of the
new parish. His visits to Hebron gained Scabury a £10 bounty, for
he spent much time instructing the people, and at a Eucharist on
August 1, 1736, there were fourteen communicants.

The converted Mr. Bliss acted as lay reader until his death at
the age of fifty-two, on February 1, 1742, the eve of his departure
for London and Holy Orders. From that time om, the Church in
Hebron experienced the most discouraging setbacks, as cach successive
candidate sent abroad for ordination did not return. In order to
provide the Gospel and an orthodox clergy for the English colonies
in America, the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel in Foreign
Parts was founded in 1701. This society appointed recommended
ordinands to mission posts, subsidized either wholly or in part by
the organization. It was to this society that the distinguished con-
vert, Dr. Samuel Johnson of Stratford, wrote:

at
myr.bmivcyw. bqtbe
jety will be tohveuo-thanhouh to pro-

vide for him in due time."™
The congregation sent Barzillai Dean® abroad and he was ordained
on November 21, 1745. Leaving shortly thereafter for bome, he was
unfortunately lost at sea early in the following year. For the ensuing
six years the parish was under the nominal care of the Rev. Ebencezer
Punderson.® an itinerant missionary who preached and administered
the sacraments at intervals,

As the years weat by, the parish grew stronger till in 1747 the
General Assembly divided the town into four ecclesiastical societies,
those of Gilead, Andover, Marlborough and Hebron. While each of
these four groups settled a minister of its own, S. Peter’s Church stood
isolated in the center of the town, without a resident pastor. Sea-
bury's successor at New London was the Rev. Matthew Graves, an
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Englishman who was instructed to visit Hebron occasionally, but
his authority was denied by the people. Graves was nevertheless
determined that “as long as | solely am intrusted with Hebron, 1 will
study to promote their good."* There is, however, the sworn testi-
mony of two Hebronites who claimed Graves was not sure of his
authority, but

“turning to a man he said he would give him leave to tuck
of his ear if he did not get authority over Hebron Church
in six months."*

His severe views often bringing him into collision with the people,
Graves soon found a popular adversary in the person of Jonathan
Colton. A Yale graduate of 1745, Colton began his career as lay
reader at Hebron in 1748, at the age of twenty-two.

Graves repeatedly complained to the Bishop of London, while
Dr. Henry Caner of King's Chapel in Boston, heartily commended
Colton when that young man set out for ordination.® That there was
a good bit of hard feeling can be understood from the sworn testi-
monies, such as that wherein Colton was said to have threatened to
break Graves' head” if he dared enter Hebron Church again. Graves
felt it his duty to “prevent ye Encrease of False Prophets,” and pro-

and having prayed for a new heart for Colton, he could ecasily believe

“my prayers were heard and hope he dyed in ye Love of God."*
Convinced that the struggling mission was not receiving adequate

care, Dr. Johnson wrote to the Society on March 25, 1754, that

“I also extremely pity poor Hebron, that good people are yet
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destitute and no candidate appears to go for them. [ wish
some encouragement could be given them.”

A third candidate finally did attempt the arduous trip abroad, being
James Usher, the local catechist. The son of the missionary at
Bristol, Rhode Island, young Usher graduated from Yale in 1753 at
the age of twenty, only to die of smallpox four years later. Captured
on the high seas by the French, he was imprisoned in a Bayonne castle,
where he contracted the fatal malady. Great were the lamentations
occasioned by this distressing situation, but soon the Hebron Church
was heartened, for a young man who had been

he law and in the
hrou‘htup:ol w wa‘:tmd:popdr:l‘h
fmthcw'dwlopoflm

Samuel Peters, the tenth child of John and Mary Peters, was
born on December 1, 1735, in Hebron. Descended from Andrew
Peeters,™ who had landed in Boston in 1639 and later established his
family at Andover, Massachusetts, the future clergyman was to
invent a more distinguished ancestry. His father, John, who had
married in 1717, established a line of the Peters family in Connecticut
soon after his marmage. John Peters built a house in Hebron in
1740 and was a Churchman, being on the 1745 Church of England
tax list. The infant Anglican society in the town was cheered in 1746
by John Peters’ deeding thirty acres® for a glebe to a committee
headed by the Rev. Ebeneezer Punderson, itinerant missionary in
the colony. The early education of Samuel Peters was acquired in
the Hebron Grammar School, while in 1757 he emerged from Yale
College with his bachelor’s degree. While Samuel was still in col-
lege his father died and upon the December 2, 1754, probate of his
will, John Peters was found to have bequeathed £1000 to his son
Samuel.

Finding the desire to help “the poor and unfortunate of Hebron™
most compelling, the modest Peters declared his intention to seck
Holy Orders, with the parish vestry hastily petitioning the Society
on September 29, 1758. Rehearsing the good features of the mission,
themuymiubodthtiumuib-ﬁo.dw-oddbem
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larly paid to the resident missionary. At the Society's meeting of
February 23, 1759, it was agreed that dependent upon ordination,
Peters would be appointed to the post at Taunton, with a £20 subsidy.
Late in 1758 Peters set out for London, armed with recommenda-
tions, including one from the Rev. Matthew Graves, dated September
28, 1758, urging his friend’s appointment. The rather vague com-
mendation given by Dr. Samuel Johnson on October 25th reflected
the college president’s impression of the candidate, rather than per-
sonal knowledge. In later Peters writings, the extravagant assertion
was made that, besides numerous testimonials addressed to important
English personages, Peters carried one from Johnson at King's Col-
lege, “where Mr. Peters had been a tutor,”®  Actually Peters did
not tutor in New York, nor did he ever study theology with Johnson,
as has been supposed.

Upon his arrival in London, the bewildered colonial rustic was
deeplymptuudmthmtmnpohudevmdmtmd
ecclesiastical personages, giving occasion for Archbishop Secker's
anecdote:

“When Mr. Peters from Hebron in Connecticut waited
on his Grace with his letters on his first arrival in England,
on seeing him enter the Room with 2 servants bearing his
Train, etc., Peters was overwhelmed with such an Awe that
hemuublctonpeak so much as to

The Archbishop observing huConlm

uninadmrbyhisddemd tohhmvdslolhk
Effect, ‘Mr. l:okm have come mNzEuhadwdl
suppose you upon an Archbishop to be something more
than human; but | am as much a mortal Creature as yourself
andyouhavenomtobeamnmyhm—
putnn&hulhudm?ﬂ.m'kmnthemmmthe

miliar Manner, and even patting his cheek. This
kindness and condescension had the intended effect; Mr. P.
soon recovered the Use of his Tongue and Senses; and ever
:_I:mm«h conversed with his Grace with great Ease and

On March 11, 1759, the Bishop of Chester, acting for the Bishop of
London, ordained Peters a Deacon, whereupon the ordinand fell
deathly ill with smallpox, an ordeal which left him noticeably pock-
marked. During his confinement, Peters was attended by the Arch-
bishop’s personal physician, the prelate paying the seventy-five
guineas fee. Having little cash at hand, Peters begged the Society's
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died on July 14, 1769, only twenty
day-almtbe-«h-;.mthﬂe

'byulllae-wbytbel’hmuuwcm
SonanV‘mmebepill-ulo inexpressible Grief
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The young parson was quite acceptable to his clerical neighbor
Graves, for on December 13, 1760, that missionary reported that
Peters was painstaking and well behaved. In his own first report to
the Society, Peters rehearsed the difficulties of consolidating his parish
amid the open opposition, with

“the people belonging to the Church at Hebron seem re-
instructions—the dissenters tho
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when the Society at its meeting of October 1, 1761, voted Peters a
£10 gratuity and recommended an increase in salary. Further notice
was given Peters, when at the June 3, 1761, commencement of King's
College in New York, Peters was admitted a Master of Arts™ In
September, 1764, he was called upon to preach the local election ser-

a tribute to conscientiously prepared pulpit utterances. The
cumbency, for in the first years he traveled some two thousand miles,
ministering and preaching

“willingly for the prospect before me, and am to per-

severe and will, as long as my health and purse permit,
the former being very high, the latter very low."™

As compensation, the Society on April 15, 1763, raised his stipend to
£30, adding a £20 gratuity.

Subscriptions toward completing the church at Hebron steadily
rolled in, while occasionally Peters could boast of obtaining legacies.
A bequest long due, owing to the machinations of grasping dissenters ™
was settled in 1764, while in the following year a Dr. Samuel Shipman
of Hebron left a property legacy® of some size. The church, measur-
ing 38 feet by 30 feet, was completed in 1766, when the parish num-
bered fifty-six families, despite the opposition teachings that

‘the Church is the Sinagogue of Satan & if have a
mndtogotoHel—gotoChudi.—(hnlhyo:
itual wickedness in

high
eracity of God, the Gates of Hell have not prevailed
against his Church."=

Hostile civil authorities took pleasure in embarrassing Churchmen,
and on Easter Day, 1765, a public fast was appointed, which the
Hebron Churchmen ignored, in the absence of Peters. As a result
eight members were cited for contempt, with Peters observing that
“we are stigmatized if we observe not our own Days & punished if
we do,” going on to publicly inquire in the Courant for May 26, 1769:

“The Rubrick of the Church of England

of Parliament en me to and be glad

upon Sundays, and Days. 1 cannot serve
mdthemm'bonohllm?"
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The familiar events relating to the socalled Stamp Act passed
by Parliament in 1763 need not be dwelt upon, but the loyal submission
of Anglicans in New England generally to a distasteful measure was
notable. In Hebron, under the direction of Priest Peters, the Church-
men

“shuand any connections & condemned them, de-
claring they feared God & the King more than all the threats
of his rebellious gang, whose furious fanatic motions gave us
gmndnouynmiapaih;no-tehhcm It,
however, has this consequence; the storm being over,

those changelings ve room to reflect & as now ap-
plandd ::loromboldm-du(hey us here-
tofore.

It will be recalled that a prosperous New Haven lawyer, Jared Inger-
soll, came home as provincial Stamp Master, only to be forcibly con-
vinced that his resignation of the post on September 19, 1765, was
imperative. While this successful intimidation was progressing at
Wethersfield, a mob in Lebanon joyously set up effigies of the devil,
Mr. Greaville and Mr. Ingersoll. As the figures were hung, fires were
built and the sport went on till midnight, when it was suggested that
“Ingersoll” be buried in Hebron with Parson Peters officiating.
Peters spoiled the fun by refusing to be made sport of or to bury a
dissenter.® Armed protection was necessary for Peters then, though
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transfer to another post, while it was reported to the Society that
Peters had gone on to a better living™ after preaching a farewell ser-
mon in Hebron. Nothing came of this casting about, for in 1770 the
small society at Hartford was added to his care. Peters had often
preached to the poor farmer folk in the local courthouse and the first
Eucharist was celebrated on March 2, 1766. The first funcral service
took place on June 9, 1766, for the victim of an explosion at the school-
house celebration of the Stamp Act Repeal.

The Anglican clergy in the colony met in regular conventions,
and on June S, 1765, Hebron was the convention town. Peters was
a signatory of the petition drawn up at that time, urging the establish-
ment of a colonial episcopate. At the Litchfield convention of June
13, 1770, the sermon was preached by Peters and later published as
Peters made a strong bid for allegiance to the Crown. This conven-
tion authorized a missionary tour along the Connecticut River as
previously proposed™ by Peters, and bhe soon set out to preach to
the scattered fronticrsmen along both sides of the river. Proceeding
west, Peters crossed the Green Mountains and finally reached Fort
Miller on the Hudson River, then followed the Mohawk River, preach-
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In order to give a comprehensive view of Peters’ establishment
as of August, 1774, a few items, taken from his sworn schedule to the
Loyalist Claims Commission® are here given, with their currency
values as set forth:

Howsehold Purniture  total £1248 24 Hay Rakes 1.16
1 Feather Bed & Suit £ 0. 4 Iron Rakes -k
3 Feather Beds as above 120, 1 Crosscut Saw, band
s —~ ‘no 200. mws 210
S £10. 0. 10 Scythes, sickles 10
l; - - : wedgers 0
b Chars = 4 Grnindstones 4
an— - 18, Wheat fans,
’:uma-u o wi--u-u :

2 - Serutores 16. Tanned Leather 0

4 - Buresux 16. Horse Cart, Wheel-

2 - Bookcases 2. barrows 6.

1 =~ Wardrobe 10. Provinons total £1141.13 .4

6 - !?e 10 barrels Pork £

ahiles 18, 5 “  Bee ns

6 - Nenall 4 tubs 6

Tables 9. H , hams &

5 Sealkin Trunks & k1

5 Common Chests 5. 10 firkins Butter 10.10

3 pair Handirons, 10 bogshead Cider 2.

Tongs, ete. 10. Sugsr, rum, wine,

6 Carpots 2. brandy, ete. 100.
House Linen 5 2000 weight Cheese 2.
Culinares 100, 2000 ~  Flowr 15,
Lasteries 5 oo -~ Flour 6.
Plate 100 200 bushels 45
=, B OB - Baom 5
Glas 5. 10 Malt 2.5

10 Window curtains 2. 00 Oats 2.

(2000 vols.) 150 w ¢ Buckwheat 0.
Bras 0 20 “ Beans 410
Gold wateh (taken by M “ Pems 410
-nbi-Lp\.. 0  Potatoes 30
1774) 0. 00 Wheat not
threshed 138
Utensils total £ 378 16 525 “  Rye (same) 11826
T Lady Seddie £ o ® - Iulq‘-.) 17.12.6
¥ - .
1 Conch Slay, steel w0 - l.ﬁn&n
shders & harness 30 (same) 1210

}I‘n--h‘(hn- g 00 - ll-t-h-: =

llml o 130 tons Hay (barn &

4 Ox Sleds 6. ricks) 195

10 & Trons ”. lga._hl.ub :.l.

Igl(hl'dutln- " 1 Barrel Honey 5
ron Drags B Beoswax, spormaceti,

16 Ox Chsins 16. ete. 17.15
ron : . cap

12 Hoes 25 1 Common Slay |

12 Wood Axes 25 shod 7.0
BPeters’ Memorsal, Pebrwary 8, 1784 Schedule (P. R. O, A. 0. 13/42, Lidr.

|
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N & Live Stock total £1316 1 Seallion 4.

Cows Oml-. 30.

10 yoke Oxen, 40 mest 5 Mares 100.

300 Ca- 0.

l= g ’l@l.&ll.o e

.al-h 3 Women 00
1:” : 3!.:2&-&-

1 Binck Thare “ -

Not only was Samuel Peters a gracious gentleman of large land
holdings, but he was also the local banker,® and with the added prestige
of his clerical position, he became an admirable object for pre-war
patriot solicitude. The succession of events in Boston challenging
Parliamentary authority need not be recalled at this point, except
to note that as a result of the so-called tea party in Boston Harbor
on December 16, 1773, a number of punitive “Intolerable Acts™ were
passed in March, 1774, by Parliament. Among other measures, the
port of Boston was closed to trade till the tea damage was paid, but
enforcement of the edict resulted in wide colonial sympathy, par-
ticularly in neighboring Connecticut. In that colony, Governor
Jonathan Trumbull promptly circularized town meetings, asking con-
tributions to a general fund to support the “poor and distressed™
people of blockaded Boston. The meeting in Hebron resolved into
a session of bickering, as Peters and a gentleman convert led
opposition to the proposed fund, the fiery parson proclaiming:

premature in his requests, especially since Boston townspeople were
free to move in and out of town. When put to a vote, the proposal
was overwhelmingly defeated in Hebron, as was the case in Hartford,
due to Peters’ efforts. So upset was the governor that, according to
Peters, he issued a proclamation to be read in every meeting house on
Sunday, August 14, 1774, denouncing Peters as an enemy to the
colony, a spy and correspondent of bishops. The ministerial harangues
fired the people of Windham County with the ambition to storm the
Hebron parsonage, while further information was volunteered that
ot TR S S S R S o e O

total of £1716 currency, £1287
-“M(lmwl*l—;m



Peters regularly wrote reports to the bishops “big with reflections
upon the colony.” Accordingly the town committee of Bolton and
three hundred neighbors set out, to arrive in Hebron at sunrise on
August 15th and rouse Peters. Having announced their mission, a
committee was invited inside to look at copies of letters, but nothing
incriminating was found beyond a set of resolves. The men quictly
left with Peters’ thanks for the consideration™ they had shown. But
when Peters described the events in his memorial to the Loyalist
Claims Commission, he told of an unruly mob, four thousand strong
sent by the governor to force his signature to the covenant. The
charge was also made that personal papers were carried off, while a
deposition made by two visitors in Peters’ home at the time affirmed
that Peters was illegally terrorized and abused by hoodlums. Before
the Bolton committee departed, however, they obtained Peters'
mmwm&umadmummw-y

London Geszette for September 2, 1774, and entitled the “Hebron
Resolves,” was allegedly dramn up by the community. Actually
Peters had run them off in characteristically offensive style, yet ex-
pressing a good deal of balanced reasoning anent the tea question.
But what inflamed the patriot readers was the way Peters lashed out
at the Windhamites who had maligned Governor Thomas Hutchinson,
and, secondly, the withering attack uwpon the Farmington mob,
“convened for that glorious purpose of committing treason against
the King.”" On Sunday, September 4th, the post ammived with news
that Boston was on fire and General Gage's redooats were killing old
men and babies. Ardent volunteers filled the ranks as the call to

“Report of Commation, Navewmber 7. lonathan Trambell MSS. V.
hnk-c-!a-u *4—-’-’4&4-:7& -

Amer. Archives, §

®Peters. “Narrative Wdhh‘ _'.h.‘
-H&d..! ’

THE REVEREND SAMUEL PETERS, M. A 85

Peters refused to comply and went out on the stoop of his house to
the crowd of three hundred, but oratory was not sufficient.

Furthermore, the committee had been assured that only two rusty
guns were in the house,” but when a gun was discharged in the ex-
citement a search yielded guns, pistols, clubs and swords hidden away.
Immediately Peters was rushed off his feet, his robes were torm and
in the tussle his brothers and mother were wounded. Cheered by
talk of tar and feathers and hanging, Peters was put on a horse and
rushed to the meeting house three-quarters of a mile away, “naked as
he was all but the breeches.” Incidentally, some years later, Sylvester
Gilbert of Hebron found Peters' torn surplice and sent it to the exile
as a monument to mob madness.™

The crowd having assembled around the horse-block in the rear
of the edifice, Peters was forced to read a prepared statement™ re-
nouncing his previous inflammatory writings and asking

“the forgiveness of all whom I have offended, for

the future as far as in me lies, to my b

mmmummmmnuy."
Satisfaction having been gained, the crowd released the bedraggled
Peters, who went to David Barbour's house to put on clean clothes.
The excited victim gave two versions of the events in later years,
crediting his release to the intervention of an armed group of forty
friends who threatened to shoot* unless Peters was released. The

insane and so allowed to be carried home by his negroes. On the day
following his public humiliation, Peters called on Governor Trumbull
at Lebanon for satisfaction,® but was advised to sign the proffered
covenant if he sought tranquility. Substantially the same answer
was given by the Superior Court at Hartford on September 8th, and
bythet'!lve-qhnmnl\ﬂﬂm Trumbull did, however,

”,
”&:mu- Archives, § Ser., I, 717).
M "' I 1783 (PR 0., A. 0. 13/48, Libe. Congress).
-ﬁ. —.. ‘MI.“-'.. hh" toldd ma =l-h~
-u.':-u ..'ﬂ"‘ meoel A-o' s, dn Gheno werde,

-'p—'



well affected to our Liberties and will do nothing to detri-
ment the Cause thereof."®

Having traveled the forty-five miles to New Haven, Peters looked
up Dr. James Hillhouse, who sent him along to the Rev. Bela Hub-
M&nw-lhudad&e—mtydths.l’ G. in that

Sandemanian loyalists. A straggly crowd led by Amold did put in an
appearance at the parsonage about ten o'clock that particular even-
ing, only to find the gate locked and Peters on guard with a musket.
The embattied cleric had assembled some twenty loaded muskets to
be used by his friends while awaiting help promised by Dr. Hillhouse,
but this grandstand play and threat of violence sent the patriot heroes
home. Half an hour later another group, led by Colonel Thomas
Wooster, appeared, only to be dispersed in a like manner. Obviously
it was best to make a quiet exit from New Haven, and this Peters did,
going disguised with a servant to Branford, where friends had placed
horses at his disposal. He procured a boat, crossed an arm of the
sea, traveling near shore two days and two nights, making a round-
about circuit of some cighty miles via Saybrook.

At midnight, Saturday, September 18th, he slipped into his
ravaged bouse, but was seen by twelve men posted about as sentinels.
He rested and then boldly appeared in his pulpit on Sunday moring
to preach, despite warnings of mob violence. Peters also preached in
the afterncon from the text:

“Oh that my head were waters and mine eyes a fountain of

mnh!l-’hl'updayndlthhrthew

of my people.
Towards evening he said a hurried good-bye to his mother, whom he
was never again to see, entrusted his children to her care, hid his scaled
will in the sleeve of his last wife's wedding gown,® and with oaly a few
shirts and five guineas departed from his home. In addition to his
young daughter, Peters abandoned his infant son, William Birdseye
Peters.® who was carefully nurtured by his grandmother until as a
young boy his education was entrusted to the joint efforts of the Rev.
Bela Hubbard, the Rev. Richard Mansficld and his maternal grand-
father. Asa lad of fourteen, William Birdseye Peters journeyed down

€ Bostom Ereming Post, N wvmber .mc
h.:&-: qn“" Englond 1788, encelled in Trimity Col-
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to New York to be cared for by William Samuel Johnson, then presi-
dent of Columbia College, prior to his embarkation in 1788 for Eng-

land.

Upon his leaving the parsonage, Peters walked four miles to
where a horse had been placed for him, jumped into the saddle and
rode one hundred and ten miles to Boston, arriving late the next day.
En route he was stopped at Woodstock, Oxford and Sutton by patriot
patrols, who let him by when Peters represented himself as a messenger
from Trumbull to John Hancock. He managed to pick up informa-
tion on plans to capture General Thomas Gage's army at Boston and
relayed them to the general on his arrival. According to Peters’
memorial, Gage set up batteries on Boston Neck as a result of this
information, saving “his own life, the lives of his army and of the
Loyalists then in Boston.” Once in Boston, Peters found himself
lionized by councillors, commissioners and clergy, who gravely ac-
cepted his embellished stories of mistreatment® in Connecticut, where
it was feared Anglicanism would be wiped out. Evidence that he had
not been forgotten in Hebron came with a letter to Peters assert-
ing that

“Your house is watched t, I hear to a Mob

fml-‘mwbo:l;’ymdyﬁbmmma-

The exaggerated tales, though recommended by the Boston
clergy as just and modest,” were, however, reported to Governor
Trumbull by one Thaddeus Burr, then in Boston. As a result of
Burr's letter,* an open letter was sent to the Boston Evening Post and
printed on November 7, 1774, stating that religious affiliations had
played no part in the Peters events. Deeply concerned lest Peters
present his tale of woe in England, a “true™ narrative of the events
was prepared® by Trumbull, denying that he had been motivated by
religious viewpoints. Not only was Peters assiduous in cultivating
the good graces of Gage and Admiral Graves, but he renewed his ac-
quaintance with the Rev. Mather Byles, Jr., of Christ Church; met
the Rev. Henry Caner of King's Chapel, and struck up a warm friend.
ship with the curate, the Rev. John Troutbeck. In passing it may be
MMWMMmM.ﬂ-ndd-
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ing the early hostilities sheltered Peters’ daughter Hannah in his
residence.

During his stay in Boston the impatient Peters wrote much
and managed to involve his brother clerics in popular denunciations
as two letters were intercepted and published in the papers. Peters'
brother Jonathan and one Newcomb had visited the parson in Boston
and were to deliver letters, but shrewd patriot farmers procured
the missives, which Jonathan had hidden when halted at a tavern,
One letter, addressed to his mother and dated September 28th, was
couched in typical disdainful language, but what made Whig hearts
apprehensive was the “military” information given—

“Six regiments are now coming from England, and sundry

men of war; so soon as they come, hanging work will go on,

and destruction will first attend the seaport towns; the lintel

sprinkled on the side posts will preserve the Faithful."*

As his name had been mentioned in the letter, the Rev. Abraham
Jarvis quickly dispatched an open letter to the Connecticut Journal®
disclaiming any connection with or previous knowledge of Petens'
going to Boston. The second letter, dated October 1, 1774, and ad-
dressed to the Rev. Samuel Auchmuty, was more exasperating, which
occasioned editorial comment® when printed in the Boston Eveming
Post.

This letter to Dr. Auchmuty, written in Peters’ usual intemperate
style, could but foment furious sentiments against the Anglican
Church generally, for the author asserted, in part:

“The Riots and Mobs that have attended me and my House,
set on by the Go— of Connecticut, have compelled me to take
my Abode here; and the Clergy of Connecticut must fall a
sacrifice with the several Churches very soon, to the Rage
of the Puritan Mobility, if the old Serpent, that Dragon is
not bound. . . . ]ynd Auchmuty will do all that is
reasonable for their neighboring charter. Necessity calls
and Spiritast Inkyuity rides In Mgh places, the Halberts
and Spirit niquity ri in hig BiX a
Pistols and Swords. !g« the Proclamation I sent you by m
nephew, on their pious Sabbath day the 4th of last Mon
when the Preachers and Magistrates left the Pulpits, etc.,
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for the gun and drum and set off for Boston, cursing the
King and Lord North, General the Bishops and their
cursed Curates and the Church of ; and for my tell-
ing the mwnhwmm.hm
high treason, etc. Sons of have almost
md’ Church, tarred and fea two, Abusd others

tion. The Lord deliver us from Anarchy . .

When informed that the letter had been intercepted and made public,
Auchmuty wrote a blistering note to Peters, objecting to having his
name “bandied about by a parcel of rascals"® and voicing his brother’s
angry sentiments. From the safe distance of London, the over-
apologetic Peters wrote a conciliatory message, couched in extravagant

loyalty. The prospect of enduring popularity in the official circles
of London attracted Peters to the extent that he agreed to Gage's
proposal. Advised to sail from Portsmouth, New Hampshire, a
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The Boston clergy dispatched a messenger to Peters to wam
him of his danger, while ambitious patriots spread out to find the
parson. The Wednesday following his appearance in church, Peters
met a man in a Portsmouth tavern who was seeking that “bitter
enemy to the rights and liberties of America.” Having posted the
landlord, it was arranged that Peters be chased across Casco Bay, for
a ferryman was induced to tell the stranger that he had previously
ferried a mysterious person over to Piscataqua. Obviously the hunt
was in vain and when four more heroes rode into town in the evening
a popular search was instituted of the Governor's house, the fort and
the ship “Fox.” In the meantime, Peters hid in a large cave by the
seashore, subsisting through the aid of friends until October 19th,
when he removed to Castle William at Newcastle, eight miles from
Portsmouth. For eight days he remained at the castle under Gov-
ernor John Wentworth's protection, as

“Information came to Mrs. W. that insult was intended at
poor Parson Peters. She very wisely sent him off, con-
duc(edbyThowCoodno(heCm le, where he has since re-

mained quiet and this day sails l.ondon—-He is highly

pleased with N. Hampshire and probably will nponhndly
thereof. The story of his calamities is t astonishing
and in a Xtian country equallydeplonbk Ilnvtad\nnd
lnmtobemod«:teonhulmvalm ghndmnmud
those who have most cruelly treated him."*

News of this state of affairs was brought to Admiral Graves in
Boston, who dispatched a sixteen-gun ship to pick up Peters, which
was done at night.  When the time came for Peters to be transferred
to the “Fox,"” the captain of the warship boarded the “Fox" and or-
dered the local Committee of Safety then aboard to quit the ship in
five minutes, as “your company is not wanted here.” Upon their
hurried departure, Peters came aboard and Captain Zachariah Nor-
man hoisted anchor and sailed down the river towards the sea. The
discomfited patriots on shore sent some scattering musket fire after
the ship, while the warship obligingly replied by firing its cannons.
It was with such a send-off that “Munchausen” Peters, as he was
popularly named, departed from his native New England on October
27, 1774.  After a long, tiresome journey, the “Fox" landed Peters
in England on December 21st and on the following day he arrived in
London. Peters soon had the honor of kissing King George Ill's
hand"¥ as the first Loyalist clerical sufferer from New England.
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as Kaison between his colonial brother clergy and the English hicrarchy,
for he was constantly in demand for information relevant to matters
concerning the American churches. He took part in discussions re-
garding the Nova Scotia episcopate, which he unsuccessfully sought,
and proffered his services when Dr. Seabury came to London seeking
consecration. In 1791 Peters almost drew the appointment as Bishop
of Upper Canada, while in 1794 the churches in Vermont elected him
their bishop, but unfortunately Peters was unable to obtain consecra-
tion either in England or America. Finally in 1804 he returned to
America, fired by the ambition to become a real estate magnate, as
the so-called Carver Grant in Wisconsin had been procured by him.
Congress refused to honor the dubious Indian deed of 1766 to Jonathan
Carver and so Peters found his weary journey from New York out to
Prairie du Chien, made in 1817, a waste of time. His last days spent
in abject poverty, h&d-‘lavatonhpd” 1826.

in which they were popularly held and some of the clergy published
a statement™ denying any connection with Peters’ designs or activities.
The small Anglican group left at Hebron courageously met for services,
led by Thomas Brown as lay reader, while the Rev. John Tyler of
Norwich took the parish under his care,
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