
 

St. Peter’s Episcopal Church                             Hebron, Connecticut 
The Fifth Sunday of Easter   

May 10, 2020  
Opening Acclamation:          BCP page 323 

  Celebrant:  Alleluia, Christ is Risen                  
      People:  The Lord is Risen indeed, Alleluia  

 

Opening Hymn:  # 1 Father, we praise thee, now the night is over 

 

 

 

 
 

  

Collect of the Day: Almighty God, whom truly to know is everlasting life: Grant us so 
perfectly to know your Son Jesus Christ to be the way, the truth, and the life, that we may 
steadfastly follow his steps in the way that leads to eternal life; through Jesus Christ your 
Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, for 
ever and ever. Amen. 
 
  



 

 
 

The First Lesson: Acts 7:55-60 
Filled with the Holy Spirit, Stephen gazed into heaven and saw the glory of God and Jesus 
standing at the right hand of God. “Look,” he said, “I see the heavens opened and the Son 
of Man standing at the right hand of God!” But they covered their ears, and with a loud 
shout all rushed together against him. Then they dragged him out of the city and began 
to stone him; and the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a young man named Saul. 
While they were stoning Stephen, he prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive my spirit.” Then he 
knelt down and cried out in a loud voice, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” When 
he had said this, he died. 
 

Reader: The Word of the Lord. People: Thanks be to God. 
 

The Psalm: Psalm 31:1-5, 15-16 
1 In you, O LORD, have I taken refuge; let me never be put to shame; * 

deliver me in your righteousness. 
2 Incline your ear to me; * 

make haste to deliver me. 
3 Be my strong rock, a castle to keep me safe, for you are my crag and my stronghold; * 

for the sake of your Name, lead me and guide me. 
4 Take me out of the net that they have secretly set for me, * 

for you are my tower of strength. 
5 Into your hands I commend my spirit, * 

for you have redeemed me, O LORD, O God of truth. 
15 My times are in your hand; * 

rescue me from the hand of my enemies, and from those who persecute me. 
16 Make your face to shine upon your servant, * 

and in your loving-kindness save me." 
 
The Second Lesson: 1 Peter 2:2-10 
Like newborn infants, long for the pure, spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow into 
salvation— if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 
 
Come to him, a living stone, though rejected by mortals yet chosen and precious in God’s 
sight, and like living stones, let yourselves be built into a spiritual house, to be a holy 
priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ. For it stands 
in scripture: 

“See, I am laying in Zion a stone, a cornerstone chosen and precious; 
and whoever believes in him will not be put to shame.” 

To you then who believe, he is precious; but for those who do not believe, 
“The stone that the builders rejected  
has become the very head of the corner”, 



 

 
 
And  “A stone that makes them stumble,  and a rock that makes them fall.” 
They stumble because they disobey the word, as they were destined to do. But you are a 
chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s own people, in order that you may 
proclaim the mighty acts of him who called you out of darkness into his marvelous light. 

Once you were not a people, 
but now you are God’s people; 

once you had not received mercy, 
but now you have received mercy. 

 
Reader: The Word of the Lord.  People: Thanks be to God. 

 
Sequence Music 

 
Celebrant: The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ 
People: Glory to you, Lord Christ 

 

The Holy Gospel: John 14:1-14 
Jesus said, “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in me. In my 
Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were not so, would I have told you that I 
go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and 
will take you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also. And you know the way to 
the place where I am going.” Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are 
going. How can we know the way?” Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the 
life. No one comes to the Father except through me. If you know me, you will know my 
Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen him.” 
 
Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” Jesus said to him, 
“Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still do not know me? Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? Do you not believe that I am 
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. Believe me that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because of the works themselves. Very 
truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will 
do greater works than these, because I am going to the Father. I will do whatever you ask in 
my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. If in my name you ask me for 
anything, I will do it.” 
 

Celebrant: The Gospel of the Lord People: Praise to you, Lord Christ 
 
Brief Reflection                       The Rev. Ronald J. Kolanowski 
 



 

 

The Renewal of Baptismal Vows 
 

Celebrant    Do you reaffirm your renunciation of evil and renew your commitment to Jesus Christ? 

People    I do. 
 

  

Celebrant    Do you believe in God the Father? 

People    I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth. 

 

Celebrant   Do you believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of God? 

People   I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
     He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
          and born of the Virgin Mary. 
     He suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
          was crucified, died, and was buried. 
     He descended to the dead. 
     On the third day he rose again. 
     He ascended into heaven, 
          and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 
     He will come again to judge the living and the dead. 

   

Celebrant Do you believe in God the Holy Spirit? 

  

People I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy catholic Church, 
     the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life everlasting. 

    

Celebrant Will you continue in the apostles' teaching and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, 
and in the prayers? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Celebrant Will you persevere in resisting evil, and, whenever 
you fall into sin, repent and return to the Lord? 

People I will, with God's help. 

    

Celebrant Will you proclaim by word and example the Good 
News of God in Christ? 

People I will, with God's help. 

   

Celebrant Will you seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving 
your neighbor as yourself? 



 

  
 
People 

 
 
I will, with God's help. 

 

Celebrant Will you strive for justice and peace among all people, 
and respect the dignity of every human being? 

People I will, with God's help. 

 
The Celebrant concludes the Renewal of Vows as follows: 

May Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given us a new birth 
by water and the Holy Spirit, and bestowed upon us the forgiveness of sins, keep us 
in eternal life by his grace, in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen. 

 

Prayers of the People 
 Celebrant: Lord in your mercy.    
 People’s Response:  Hear Our Prayer 
 

The Peace 
The Offertory 

Celebrant: Walk in love, as Christ loved us and gave himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to 
God.      

 

Offertory Hymn #487 “Come my way, my truth, my light” 

 

 

 
 
 
   



 

 

 
The Holy Communion 

The Great Thanksgiving 
Eucharistic Prayer I 

  The Lord be with you. 

People And with thy spirit. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them up unto the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks unto our Lord God. 

People It is meet and right so to do. 

 
It is very meet, right, and our bounden duty, that we should at all times, and in all places, give 
thanks unto thee, O Lord, holy Father, almighty, everlasting God. 
 
Therefore, with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify 
thy glorious Name; evermore praising thee, and saying, 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of Hosts: 
Heaven and earth are full of thy Glory. 

Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High. 
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 
The Celebrant continues 
All glory be to thee, Almighty God, our heavenly Father, for that thou, of thy tender mercy, didst give 
thine only Son Jesus Christ to suffer death upon the cross for our redemption; who made there, by his 
one oblation of himself once offered, a full, perfect, and sufficient sacrifice, oblation, and satisfaction, 
for the sins of the whole world; and did institute, and in his holy Gospel command us to continue, a 
perpetual memory of that his precious death and sacrifice, until his coming again. 
 

For in the night in which he was betrayed, he took bread; and when he had given thanks, he brake it, 
and gave it to his disciples, saying, "Take, eat, this is my Body, which is given for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me. "Likewise, after supper, he took the cup; and when he had given thanks, he gave 
it to them, saying, "Drink ye all of this; for this is my Blood of the New Testament, which is shed for 
you, and for many, for the remission of sins. Do this, as oft as ye shall drink it, in remembrance of me." 
 

Wherefore, O Lord and heavenly Father, according to the institution of thy dearly beloved Son our 
Savior Jesus Christ, we, thy humble servants, do celebrate and make here before thy divine Majesty, 
with these thy holy gifts, which we now offer unto thee, the memorial thy Son hath commanded us to 
make; having in remembrance his blessed passion and precious death, his mighty resurrection and 
glorious ascension; rendering unto thee most hearty thanks for the innumerable benefits procured 
unto us by the same. 
 

And we most humbly beseech thee, O merciful Father, to hear us; and, of thy almighty goodness, 
vouchsafe to bless and sanctify, with thy Word and Holy Spirit, these thy gifts and creatures of bread  
 



 

 
and wine; that we, receiving them according to thy Son our Savior Jesus Christ's holy institution, in 
remembrance of his death and passion, may be partakers of his most blessed Body and Blood. 
And we earnestly desire thy fatherly goodness mercifully to accept this our sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving; most humbly beseeching thee to grant that, by the merits and death of thy Son Jesus 
Christ, and through faith in his blood, we, and all thy whole Church, may obtain remission of our sins, 
and all other benefits of his passion. 
 

And here we offer and present unto thee, O Lord, our selves,our souls and bodies, to be a reasonable, 
holy, and living sacrifice unto thee; humbly beseeching thee that we, and all others who shall be 
partakers of this Holy Communion, may worthily receive the most precious Body and Blood of thy Son 
Jesus Christ, be filled with thy grace and heavenly benediction, and made one body with him, that he 
may dwell in us, and we in him. 
And although we are unworthy, through our manifold sins, to offer unto thee any sacrifice, yet we 
beseech thee to accept this our bounden duty and service, not weighing our merits, but pardoning 
our offenses, through Jesus Christ our Lord; 
 
By whom, and with whom, in the unity of the Holy Ghost, all honor and glory be unto thee, O 
Father Almighty, world without end. AMEN. 
 
And now, as our Savior Christ hath taught us, we are bold to say, 
 
People and Celebrant 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy Name, 
thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, 

for ever and ever. Amen. 
The Breaking of the Bread 
Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us; 
People: Therefore, let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world,  
       have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
       have mercy upon us. 
O Lamb of God, that takest away the sins of the world, 
       grant us thy peace. 

  The People may join in saying  
All:   We do not presume to come to this thy Table, O merciful Lord, trusting in our 
own righteousness, but in thy manifold and great mercies. We are not worthy so 
much as to gather up the crumbs under thy Table. But thou art the same Lord whose 
property is always to have mercy. Grant us therefore, gracious Lord, so to eat the 
flesh of thy dear Son Jesus Christ, and to drink his blood, that we may evermore 
dwell in him, and he in us. Amen. 



 

 

 
The Gifts of God for the People of God. 
 

 
Post Communion Prayer: 

Almighty and everliving God, we most heartily thank thee for that thou dost feed us, in 
these holy mysteries, with the spiritual food of the most precious Body and Blood of thy 
Son our Savior Jesus Christ; and dost assure us thereby of thy favor and goodness 
towards us; and that we are very members incorporate in the mystical body of thy Son, 
the blessed company of all faithful people; and are also heirs, through hope, of thy 
everlasting kingdom. And we humbly beseech thee, O heavenly Father, so to assist us 
with thy grace, that we may continue in that holy fellowship, and do all such good works 
as thou hast prepared for us to walk in; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom with thee 
and the Holy Ghost, be all honor and glory, world without end. Amen. 

                    

Blessing   



 

 

 
Recessional Hymn:  # 366 Holy God, we praise thy Name 

 

 

 
 

 
Dismissal 
People: Thanks be to God. Alleluia, Alleluia. 
 

Postlude 
 
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Peter’s Prayer List 
Sarah McCracken, Ginny Hellstrom, Jacob Mika; Alice & Bob; John, Gary, Gloria, 
Mark; Cailin and son Connor Campbell; Richard; Flora; Brenda and family on the loss 
of Meghan; Cathie Litwin; Victoria Fisk; Alice Wentz 
 
We pray for the deceased, remembering especially Warren Wentz; and remembering 
all those who have died around the worldas a result of Covid-19 
 

Continuing Prayer List 
Donna Gray; Daryl Cook; Victoria Fisk and family; Kyle Ethan; Megan Sulzinski, Janet 
Kay; Lorraine Nelson; Ella; Liz for healing; Bill S. for healing; Patty Sullivan; Mary; 
Marcia Brown; Bobbie Marston; Joan Conley; Alex Trebek; Jeanette Wade; Ambrosio 
Vidal and family; Susan Hicks and family; Jeannette Farren and family; Grace Jensen; 
Becky, June; Ella & Nelson; James; Rina Bettancourt; Joyce L.; John & Family;  


